
Amber 

Smith 

joined MPA 

in January 

of 2009. 

As Govern-

mental 

Relations 

Director, 

her goal is 

to stay 

educated and involved in local 

and regional policy issues af-

fecting MPAõs members. Amber 

works with Michael to formu-

late policy positions and to 

engage the membership in the 

fulfillment of MPAõs mission.  

 

Amber has extensive experi-

ence with the political side of 

land entitlement issues due 

to her former position as a 

Governmental Relations 

Associate for Racy Associ-

ates - a Tucson-based lobby-

ing firm specializing in land 

development and planning.  

Amber worked on many 

large development projects 

including the Villages of Tor-

tolita, Rancho Sahuarita, 

and Sanders Grove.   During 

her former position, she 

established relationships 

with all the local jurisdictions 

in Pima County including 

many of the elected officials 

and members of staff.  Am-

berõs community involvement 

includes Marana Chamber 

Board Member and Town of 

Marana Business and Eco-

nomic Development Commis-

sioner.  She earned her Mas-

terõs Degree in Public Admini-

stration from the University of 

Arizona and is the wife of a 

Tucson Firefighter.  

 

Welcome Amber! 

MPA  Appoints Governmental Relations Director 
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On Tues-

day, Febru-

ary 10th, 

MPA was 

asked by the 

Tucson 

Mayor and 

Council to 

lead a group 

of stake-

holders that 

would recommend local eco-

nomic stimulus options to the 

Mayor and Council at their 

March 10 meeting.  Prior to the 

February 10 Study Session, the 

MPA Board and Public Policy 

Committee were presented with 

two differing options regarding 

impact fees as a means to cre-

ate economic stimulus. The two 

options were presented to MPA 

by Council Member Rodney 

Glassman and Council Member 

Shirley Scottõs office.  Council 

Member Rodney Glassman pro-

posed the suspension of 

impact fees for twelve 

months while Council Mem-

ber Scott proposed the 

deferral of impact fee pay-

ment; both ideas intended 

to provide the residential 

and commercial industries 

some relief. 

 

These two proposals 

spurned much discussion 

among the Council mem-

bers.  Council Member 

Glassmanõs concept is sim-

ple; impact fees, other than 

those for public facilities, 

will be suspended for a 

period of twelve months.  

Council Member Scottõs 

defers the payment of im-

pact fees until certificate of 

occupancy or sale of the 

unit.  This option can only 

be utilized when a devel-

oper enters into a develop-

ment agreement with the 

City of Tucson and part of 

the internal discussions 

suggested that the public 

benefit would be a contribu-

tion to the Affordable Hous-

ing Trust Fund.  Based on 

the presentations made to 

MPA, it was ultimately de-

cided to send a letter to 

Mayor and Council asking 

for a thirty day window 

wherein interested parties 

could meet to discuss these 

and other methods that 

could produce economic 

stimulus. 

 

Part of the challenge is the 

simple fact that local gov-

ernments have very limited 

options to create economic 

stimulus.    

 

 ( continued on page 2)                  

MPA to Lead Economic Stimulus Options Study Group 
By Michael Guymon, MPA Executive Director 

 

President, Walter Hoge,  

Rio West 

Vice President, Steve King,  
Fidelity National Title 

Treasurer, Brian Harpel,  
The Harpel Company, Inc. 

Secretary, Shawn Reeder,  
WestLand Resources, Inc. 

Past President, Terry Klipp,  
Terramar Properties 

Appointed, Bill Carroll, 
Engineering &  Environmental 

Consultants 

Appointed,  Mark Jaffee,  

Canoa Development, Inc. 

Appointed, Linda Morales, 
The Planning Center 

Appointed, Alice Templeton,  

Stantec Consulting, Inc. 

Lee S. Aitken,  

Tucson Electric Power 

Tom Euler,  

SWCA Environmental  

Consultants 

Becky Gordon,   

KB HOME 

James Hardman,  

DESCO Southwest 

Ed Marley,  

Swaim & Associates Ltd  

Gabe Noriega,  

Cadden Community  

Management 

David Ramsower,   

PinnacleOne 

Walter Richter,  

Southwest Gas 

Marc Simon,  

Snell & Wilmer,  LLP 

Lucinda Smedley,  

TREND Report 

Paul Tees,  

National Bank of Arizona 

Robert Tucker,   

Diamond Ventures, Inc. 

Stacey Weaks,  

Norris Design 

Tom Williams,   

Red Point Development 
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The Metropolitan Pima Alliance is dedicated to improving the quality of life and the economic viability of metropolitan 

Pima County. MPA will strive to create dialogue among diverse groups to promote sound community planning solutions. 



of the community.  Local gov-

ernments also approve the 

development plans, re-

zonings and final plats, which 

can include very burdensome 

and time-consuming proc-

esses.  Local governments 

adopt the ordinances, regula-

tions and codes that govern 

where, how and in what man-

ner, and at times what color, 

development exists. 

 

These are some areas in 

which local governments can 

change or amend their ordi-

nances and codes to assist in 

kick starting projects that 

would aid in providing needed 

jobs.  But, we also need to be 

cautious that we are not fur-

thering unintended conse-

quences.  If we loosen up 

regulations, will that have too 

adverse an impact on our 

neighborhoods?  If we sus-

pend impact fees, will that 

take money away from road-

way projects that also employ 

individuals?  These questions 

and more are being ad-

dressed by this new stake-

holderõs group. MPA is 

pleased to be in a position to 

lead these very important 

discussions.  

 

Michael Guymon,  MPA  

Executive Director 

Local governments need to 

produce a balanced budget,   

the federal government can 

spend until spending goes out 

of style.  So, a financial stimu-

lus is not a local option espe-

cially since all you hear from 

City Hall these days is their 

need to cut $80 million in 

services next fiscal year.  With 

that said, most governmental 

interaction between the indi-

vidual, company or organiza-

tion is with local governments.  

Local governments approve 

the permit fees, impact fees, 

and development fees that 

either support a particular 

regulatory department or im-

provements in a certain area 
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Welcome New Members! 

 
NOVEMBER 

 
Arizona Association of 
Community Managers  

 
BWS Architects 

 
DECEMBER 

 
Pima Earthworks 

 
Rancho Sahuarita 

 
JANUARY 

 
Catherine A. Rex Archi-

tects 
 

FEBRUARY 
 

BFL Construction 

LOCAL ECONOMIC STIMULUS          (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 

On February 20th, MPA and 

the Tucson Utility Contrac-

tors Association (TUCA), 

hosted Senator Jon Kyl for 

an informative discussion 

of the proposed stimulus 

package and the overall 

state of the national econ-

omy. His very straightfor-

ward comments on the 

effects of the stimulus legis-

lation and broader eco-

nomic issues facing our 

country and region provided 

all in attendance with 

greater insight into the im-

mense challenges our na-

tionõs leaders face in craft-

ing legislation and propos-

als that will lead us out of 

our current downturn. Dur-

ing the question and an-

swer period, MPA members 

offered a number of ideas 

and suggestions that Sena-

tor Kyl will explore fur-

ther.  This collaborative 

event is a great example of 

the benefits we can bring to 

current and potential mem-

bers. 

MPA would also like to 

thank TUCA, WestLand 

Resources, Freeport-

McMoRan, and AGC for 

making this event a 

reality. Watch for up-

coming special events 

brought to you by MPA. 

Photo 1: Senator Jon Kyl, 

Photo 2:  L to R: Michael 

Guymon, Terry Klipp, Am-

ber Smith, Senator Jon Kyl, 

Walter Hoge 

A  CO N V E R S A T I O N  B E T W E E N  SE N A T O R  JO N  K Y L  
A N D  M PA  M E M B E R S  O N  T H E  E C O N O M Y  

MPA would like to express our appre-

ciation to Senator Jon Kyl for taking 

the time to meet with our members.  

THANK YOU 

 TO OUR SPONSORS! 



MPA unveiled its new website 

on Monday, February 23rd.  

The reformatted site offers 

additional services and fea-

tures for our growing member-

ship. During these tough eco-

nomic times, MPA recognizes 

that memberships like ours 

will be reevaluated by compa-

nies and organizations.  As 

such, the Board of Directors, 

committees and staff believe 

that strengthening the web-

site is critical to maintaining 

and attracting membership in 

addition to providing a more 

professional face to the or-

ganization. 

 

It is abundantly clear that 

most people depend on the 

internet to obtain vital infor-

mation and that membership 

organizations need to create 

òspecialó services specifically 

for their members.  In re-

sponse to that reality, the new 

site includes a òMembers 

Onlyó portion.  For many, MPA 

is depended on for their policy 

expertise and leadership on 

issues affecting sensible com-

munity planning.  MPAõs advo-

cacy is unique when com-

pared to other organizations 

in that we strive to find 

òcommon groundó between 

the public and private sector 

on land use issues.  The new 

website has features that 

fulfill this goal.  In an effort to 

save you valuable time, our 

members can now access all 

Metropolitan Tucson land use 

codes, building codes, Gen-

eral Plans and other jurisdic-

tional information in one 

place.  We have compiled 

information we believe to be 

most relevant to our members 

including a simplified list of 

contact information for 

elected officials and govern-

ment staff. Under the Public 

Policy tab, you will find infor-

mation on past advocacy and 

policy discussions and actions 

of MPA. Members may now 

track MPAõs work on various 

issues under Public Policy> 

Current Actions. Additional 

policy resources available on 

the site include an archive of 

Weekly Policy Updates, MPA 

Newsletters, and State of the 

Town/City addresses. 

 

The revised website more 

effectively highlights the many 

events MPA hosts throughout 

the year. MPA strives to in-

volve the membership on 

issues affecting their particu-

lar industries. Using the ex-

pertise of our members, we 

are better able to fully repre-

sent the Alliance. For this 

reason, MPA will increase 

networking opportunities and 

information sessions where 

we can share information on 

a variety of topics.  In addition 

to the monthly breakfasts, 

members will be invited to 

monthly Brown Bag Lunch 

events.  These free, member 

only events, will typically fea-

ture a community leader, 

government staff member, or 

an elected official. This more 

intimate setting will support 

networking between MPA 

members and more impor-

tantly, help us all become 

more knowledgeable on is-

sues affecting our region. 

These meetings may be used 

to create strategy, disburse 

information, or build consen-

sus. 

 

Additional events include a 

continuing-education series 

for members and non-

members that will provide 

continued education credit for 

licensing in various industry 

areas. Many of these courses 

are currently held in Phoenix. 

MPA will work to bring these 

opportunities to the Tucson 

metropolitan area. 

 

As evidenced by the success 

of Jon Kylõs presentation on 

February 20th, MPA will con-

tinue to partner with other 

organizations to sponsor spe-

cial events exclusive to our 

members. 

 

In keeping with tradition, MPA 

will continue to host the an-

nual Wild Ride event. Every 

year the Alliance looks at 

ways to enhance the event 

and this year is no exception. 

This yearõs event is scheduled 

for May 7th and the topic will 

be infill development and the 

route will traverse the Modern 

Streetcar path from the 

Mercado San Augustin to 

UMC. The MPA website will 

have more information about 

this event and sponsorship 

opportunities on the  Wild 

Ride page. 

 

Although November seems far 

away, our Common Ground 

Awards ceremony will quickly 

be upon us. The new website 

will showcase the projects of 

the nomineesõ projects so our 

members can fully appreciate 

the innovative examples of 

òcommon groundó being cre-

ated within our community.  

 

The web site is a work in pro-

gress and we value your opin-

ions and suggestions.  Please 

feel free to contact me at 

amber@mpaaz.org with any 

comments you have. 

 

 

Amber Smith, Governmental 

Relations Director 

 

New MPA Website  

Member Resources 

 

Metropolitan Tucson  

land use codes building 

codes, and general 

plans  

 

List of contact informa-

tion of elected officials 

and government staff  

 

Weekly Policy Updates  

 

Past and Current MPA 

Newsletters  

 

Current and Past MPA 

Policy Actions  

 

Visit:  www.mpaaz.org 

M P A  E N H A N C E D  W E B S I T E :  Y O U R  O N E - S T O P S O U R C E  

March 20, 2009  

April 17, 2009  

May 15, 2009  

 
(TOPICS TO BE ANNOUNCED) 

M P A  M O N T H L Y  
M E M B E R S H I P  
B R E A K F A S T S     

  
S A V E  T H E  D A T E S ! 
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On Friday, January 30, MPA sponsored breakfast for the crew hard at work constructing a new home for the Bell family for the ABC series 
Extreme Makeover: Home Edition. MPA  was one of many organizations, companies and individuals who donated their time, resources and 
money on this very worthy project. We are proud to support these endeavors and the MPA board is developing a plan to pursue other philan-
thropic opportunities in the future. MPA members pictured: Steve King, Becky Gordon, Michael Guymon and Lucinda Smedley. David Ram-
sower took both photos. 

Back row (left to right) �± Gabe Noriega, Paul Tees, Steve King, Lucinda Smedley, Robert Tucker, Terry Klipp, Brian Harpel, Bill Carroll,  
Lee Aitken, Tom Williams   Front row (left to right) �± David Ramsower, Becky Gordon, Alice Templeton, Tom Euler, Stacey Weaks, Mark Jaffee, 
Marc Simon, Walter Hoge, Linda Morales, Michael Guymon, Amber Smith  (not pictured: James Hardman, Ed Marley, Shawn Reeder, Walter 
Richter) 
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Executive Director 

Michael Guymon 

michael@mpaaz.org 

Governmental Affairs Director 

Amber Smith 

amber@mpaaz.org 

PO Box 2790 

Tucson, AZ 85702 

520-751-1030 

mpa@mpaaz.org 

www.mpaaz.org 

EXTREME HOME MAKEOVER:  TUCSON EDITION 
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