
the affects of proposed policies 

on our community.  I encourage 

you to reach out to Michael 

whenever you feel MPA should 

research a specific public policy 

issue, or if you have general 

policy-related ideas, questions or 

concerns. 

 Now that MPA has two full-

time staff people, I believe MPA is 

well situated to continue its 

growth and improve its service to 

MPA members and the 

community. With informative 

weekly public policy reports, 

enlightening breakfast topic 

debates, our 5th annual Wild Ride 

and, the 3rd annual Common 

Ground Awards; MPA and its 

members are creating a vibrant 

and cutting edge organization that 

will not only benefit our 

members but also the future of 

Southern Arizona. 

 

 liaison who 

could stay on top of the fast 

moving, often complex policy 

decisions being discussed and 

implemented in our communities. 

I am happy to announce that it is 

another special time in 

Metropolitan Pima Alliance history 

with the addition of a full-time, 

public policy liaison, Michael 

Guymon. 

 Michael Guymon is a friend to 

the business community and has 

the passion and drive to give MPA 

a leading edge in public policy 

issues as they affect community 

development in Southern Arizona. 

Michael was hired just over a 

month ago and in that short time 

has worked hard and effectively to 

track and analyze public policy 

issues of importance to MPA 

members, as well as nurture 

valuable relationships within local 

government, utility companies, and 

the business community. Michael’s 

day to day attention to the 

development related issues and 

trends affecting our region will 

enhance the mission of MPA and 

the positive work of our members. 

Michael’s primary mission is to 

focus on current legislation that 

affects our members, and identify 

legislative issues and trends that 

are on the horizon. 

 Our policy focus, over the 

next few months, will be devoted 

to tracking water-related policy 

discussions and proposed actions 

and engaging in dialogue with 

members and decision makers on 

Executive Director Announces Enhanced MPA Public Policy Focus 

Why Involvement in Public Policy Matters 

By Michael S. Guymon, MPA Policy Liaison 

“A nation of sheep begets a 

government of wolves.”  

– Edward R. Murrow 

  

 In 1951 Bill Veeck, then 

owner of the St. Louis Browns, 

had another of his many crazy 

ideas.  August 24, 1951 was 

Grandstand Managers Day and fans 

were given placards that read 

“yes” on one side and “no” on the 

other.  During parts of the game, 

fans were instructed to hold up 

the sign indicating if they would 

like the manager to steal, bunt or 

change pitchers and he would 

abide by the wishes of the 

majority.  Granted, this scheme 

was mainly intended to encourage 

people to fill the stands but it also 

served as an experiment in public 

involvement.  

 I have attended hundreds of 

public meetings, some more 

cantankerous than others, as a 

member of government staff as 

well as representing myself or an 

organization.  The most 

productive meetings were those in 

which people felt empowered—

feeling that what they said 

mattered and that their opinions 

shaped the direction of the 

discussion.  But there were times, 

mainly when I was a member of 

government staff, that either no 

one showed up or I saw the same 

faces over and over again.  It was 

during those times that I feared 

Mr. Murrow’s quote would come 

true. 

  Government may be inevitable 

but it is also an organization made 

up of people; people who count 

on the public to re-elect them, 

people who value the art of 

compromise and people who are 

also affected by decisions 

governmental bodies make.  

Government works best when we 

help it work.  I encourage you to 

take the time to learn about the 

various initiatives and projects that 

currently exist and make your 

voice heard.  It’s easier than you 

think and your idea may be the 

one that makes a big difference. 

 By the way, Veeck proved that 

consensus among the masses 

worked as the Browns beat the 

Philadelphia Athletics 5-3, snapping 

a four game losing streak. 

 

MPA Board Members, 2008 

 

President, Terry Klipp,  

Terramar Properties 

Jr. President –Elect, Walter Hoge,  

Rio West 

Vice President, Steve King,  

Fidelity National Title 

Past President, Linda Morales,  

The Planning Center 

Treasurer, Brian Harpel,  

The Harpel Company, Inc. 

Secretary., Shawn Reeder,  

Westland Resources, Inc. 

Appointed, Bill Carroll, EEC 

Executive Director,  

Ramon Gaanderse 

Policy Liaison, 

Michael Guymon 

 

Tim Aalbu, AAA Landscape 

Lee S. Aiken, Tucson Electric Power 

Matt Dickey, Bourn Partners 

Becky Gordon, KB HOME 

Mark Jaffee, Canoa Development, Inc. 

Ed Marley, Swaim & Associates 

Dave Naugle, Southwest Gas 

Gabe Noriega, Cadden Community Mgmt 

Michael Parker, DR Horton Homes 

David Ramsower, PinnacleOne 

Marc Simon, Snell & Wilmer LLP 

John Sparks, Al Fresco Landscaping 

Alice Templeton, Stantec Consulting, Inc. 

Robert Tucker, Diamond Ventures, Inc. 

Tom Williams, Red Point Development 

M e t r o  N e w s Spring 2008 

Welcome New MPA 

Members! 

 

Axia Real Estate Appraisers 

Centerline Offset, Inc. 

DOWL Engineers 

The Metropolitan Pima Alliance is dedicated to improving the quality of life and the economic 
viability of metropolitan Pima County. MPA will strive to create dialogue among diverse groups to 

promote sound community planning solutions.  

PO Box 2790  

Tucson, Ar izona 

85702 
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always 

known MPA 

could 

benefit 

greatly by 

hiring a full-

time public 

policy  



 The Metropolitan Pima Alliance 
(MPA) is proud to announce the hiring 

of Michael S. Guymon as MPA’s Public 
Policy Liaison.  A native Tucsonan, Mr. 
Guymon has crafted and helped to 

implement a number of policies and 
strategies beneficial to the Tucson 
region.   

 Most recently, Mr. Guymon was 
hired as the political consultant to 
Eastbourne Investments, representing 

the 111-acre retail component of the 
350-acre site at Park and I-10, and 

Garfield/Traub, the Dallas-based 
developer selected to construct the 
convention hotel under the Sheraton 

brand.   

 Mr. Guymon will work in 
partnership with MPA’s public and 

private members in developing and 
advocating for policies that lead to 

balanced and prudent community 

planning and growth. 

 The Metropolitan Pima Alliance 
is dedicated to improving the quality 

of life and the economic viability of 
metropolitan Pima County. MPA will 
strive to create dialogue among 

diverse groups to promote sound 

community planning solutions. 

Contact: Michael@mpaaz.org 

entire industry.   

 The premier issue of TREND 

report focuses on the 

homebuilding industry with 

features on Tucson’s top 4 

builders, an update on the new 

Miramonte Homes and an in-depth 

look at Pulte’s Red Rock Village.  It 

 The TREND Report delivers 

current, detailed information on a 

monthly basis direct from sources 

involved in the stories. TREND 

Report includes detailed transaction 

information, columns by industry 

leaders, current events, new 

development highlights, statistics and 

analysis of the month’s activity in the 

also includes an overview of land 

planning issues, an update on 

commercial lending, a column on 

green building and a regional 

outlook of residential real estate. 

For more information visit: 

www.trendreportaz.com 

Meet Michael Guymon,  MPA Policy Liaison 

Introducing TREND Report 

New FEMA Draft Floodplain Maps Affect Pima County  

structures since inception and 

have in many cases been 

recognized by the local 

governments as such. 

Furthermore, developments went 

through technical analysis to 

receive a LOMR accepted by 

FEMA based on all topographical 

features which included the 

interstate, the railroad and canal.  

Although FEMA accepted this full, 

technical review in the past, 

FEMA’s new policies no longer 

recognized these existing physical 

structures.   Additionally, the 

combination of new levee 

requirements with a lack of studies 

on FEMA’s part resulted in 

significant changes to the 

Insurance Rate Map.  Many areas 

once in low flood risk area X were 

identified as high-risk flood zone 

on the September 2007 draft 

maps. This change  had an 

immediate economic impact on 

the Town of Marana as residential 

and commercial developments 

withdrew their commitments to 

enter the newly identified flood 

plain areas.  Additionally, some 

homeowners were contacted by 

insurance companies and mortgage 

companies requiring the purchase 

of flood insurance, even though 

the maps were not officially 

accepted. 

 Last summer, a Coalition of 

private landowners and 

community representatives, 

including the Metropolitan Pima 

Alliance, coordinated a political 

and technical strategy to 

encourage FEMA to re-evaluate 

the newly established standards. 

Alongside the Town of Marana, 

the Coalition worked with Senator 

Jon Kyl and Congresswoman 

Gabrielle Giffords to create 

legislation that would ultimately 

allow the inclusion of “levee-like” 

structures if they met certain 

criteria. This legislation gained 

momentum and eventually FEMA 

agreed to an administrative 

solution.   

 As part of the solution, the 

draft maps were withdrawn and 

the Town of Marana has until 

October 1, 2008 to conduct the 

appropriate technical analysis to 

determine the true flood 

conditions of the area. CMG 

Drainage was selected by the 

Town to perform this analysis and 

the Town is working with FEMA 

to establish the study’s parameters 

and the role of the railroad, Canal 

and Interstate.  Once the protest 

period expires and FEMA reviews 

the analysis, the new maps are not 

expected to become effective until 

summer 2009. 

 On September 21st,  2007 the 
Federal Emergency Management 

Agency (FEMA) issued new draft 

floodplain maps that significantly 

affected portions of Pima County.  

FEMA remapped floodplains 

nationwide as part of their new 

Flood Map Modernization Program .  

New standards were set for defining 

a levee which directly resulted in 

large changes to FEMA’s Flood 

Insurance Rate Map.  

 Historically, development activity 

has been performed in accordance 

with FEMA approved Letters of Map 

Revision (LOMR) that state areas are 

not subject to flooding hazards from 

what is commonly referred to as a 

“100 year” flood.  As part of FEMA’s 

new Program, levee standards 

changed.  The new standards only 

recognizes designed levees as flood 

control devices and completely 

ignores any other types of flood 

protection structures.  Additionally, 

the levee standards set were based 

on conditions created by eastern and 

southeastern perennial streams.  

These standards far exceed those 

necessary for the arid southwest.  

For the Marana/Pima County area, 

the CAP Canal, Union Pacific 

Railroad and I-10 were identified as 

levees and levee-like structures 

which, intentional or not, have 

functioned as flood protection 
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Michael S. Guymon 

http://www.trendreportaz.com/


2008 Wild Ride 

Thursday, May 8th 

 
This year’s event will be held on  May 8, 

2008, and the buses will be heading south 

to Green Valley, Tubac, Sahuarita, and 

northern Santa Cruz County. 

 

MPA will offer a joint  sponsorship package 

for those who would like to  support the 

Wild Ride and MPA’s Common Ground 

Celebration.  

Thank You To Our Corporate Friends! 

  

 

MPA ǐ PO Box 2790 ǐ Tucson, Arizona 85702 ǐ 520.751.1030 ǐ http://mpaaz.org 

Ramon Gaanderse, Executive Director, Ramon@mpaaz.org    ǐ    Michael Guymon, Public Policy Liaison, Michael@mpaaz.org 

 

   Has a NEW LOOK! 

 

Check out the MPA Website for announcements, important public policy 

updates, federal, state and regional government contacts and more!  

MPA is updating and streamlining the design and contents of our website. 

Come take a look at our new design and while you’re there— register for 

Wild Ride 2008!  

2008 Common Ground Celebration 

Friday, November 7th  

 
The Fourth Annual Common Ground 

Awards Celebration will be held on  

November 7, 2008 at the Marriott 

University Park Hotel. Nominations will be 

accepted through Monday, June 30, 2008. 

Please visit mpaaz.org/commonground 

for complete guidelines and to submit 

online nominations.   

Monthly Membership Breakfasts 

 
Monthly breakfasts are held the third 

Friday of each month at the Viscount 

Suites Hotel.  The next breakfast will be 

held on May 16th.   

 Topics to look forward to include the 

local residential housing market, 

downtown hotel, our State Legislators, 

healthcare issues, and much more. If you 

have any topics you would like MPA to 

consider, please contact us. 
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THURSDAY, MAY 8, 2008 

 Register Today for the  

5th Annual Wild Ride 

Register Online! @ mpaaz.org  

U P C O M I N G  M P A  E V E N T S 

http://www.mpaaz.org/

